MCCC Board of Directors Report

February, 20, 2009

1. President Joe LeBlanc  met with the Reversing Course Ad Hoc Committee to develop an Action Plan which includes:

a. Development of PowerPoint materials about the report

b. Determine numbers at each college to reach the 75/25 full-time/part time ratio

c. Present Report to Chapter leaders and Adjunct Ad Hoc Committee

d. Share news of Report at MACER and with the board of trustees

e. Develop a press packet to reach out to local media

f. Work with the BHE to reverse the course on adjunct hiring trends

2. Work to expedite the CAS petition agreement.

3. Meeting scheduled on February 23, 2009 with MTA leaders to plan for organizing campaign to support DCE Bargaining and long-term goals for Reversing Course report.

4. Day Negotiations Committee will report to BOD and MCCC Executive Committee in March.

5. President Joe LeBlanc met with Commissioner Freeland to stress points such as:

a. Adjunct hiring trends and Reversing the Course Report

b. Need for more full-time hiring and impact all has had on graduation and retention rates

c. Concern on higher student costs and other funding issues

d. Push to implement Transfer Report

e. Urged need to fund salaries at 75th percentile or return to 12 credit instructional load

6. Joe LeBlanc attended a Professional Staff meeting and discussed day bargaining and other related questions.

7.  State Budget shortfall is between $3.5 and $4 billion.

            a.   Governor’s House I budget combines cuts across the board, 

                   new revenue options and state’s rainy fund.

b. Governor’s budget reduces public higher education funding by 16.5 percent from last year’s FY09 funding allocation.

c. Includes increases to state employees’ contribution to health insurance premiums (as per last year)

d. Economic Recovery & Reinvestment Act (See MA Budget & Policy Center) analysis at http://www.massbudget.org
e. Dire need for revenues if colleges and Commonwealth are to serve the state effectively

         8.   Legislature includes newly elected House Speaker: Robert DeLeo

   Houses Ways and Means Committee Chairman: Charley Murphy

   Joint Committee on Public Service:

          House Chair, Rep. Robert Spellane; Senate Chair, Thomas McGee

  Joint Committee on Public Higher Education:

          House Chair, David Torrisi, Senate Chair, Anthony Galluccio

9. Bills are numbered by early March and Hearing dates for Public Service bills expected to follow.

10. Optional Retirement  Plan(ORP) Ad Hoc Committee met on 2/5/09 and plans for a Spring 2009 Lobby Day at the State House and outreach to MCCC members and Higher Education faculty for support and lobbying.

11. Public Higher Education Network of MA (PHENOM) –Spring Campaign is scheduled for February 26, 2009.  A statewide Call-in Day to Legislators will provide the opportunity to speak out for Public Higher Education in Massachusetts. 

7.  

